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PURPOSE OF THE AWARD

• Encourage effective public engagement – making complex engineering or 

technological ideas understandable 

• Promote awareness of engineering’s role in society –solving global challenges

• Inspire young people – to attract future generations to careers in engineering 

• Strengthen collaboration across academies – share best practices and 

improve communication of engineering achievements

Communication Committee oversees the criteria, nomination process, and 

evaluation of candidates



THE AWARD

• Made at the CAETS Symposium held from 8 to 11 Sep 2025 in 

Brisbane

• Entrants from Australia, China, India, Mexico, Netherlands, 

Poland, South Africa, United Kingdom, United States and 

Uruguay. 

• Award went to South Africa’s project: Sustainable Automotive 

Technologies: A TUT Case Study, under leadership of Prof Barend 

van Wyk

• The award was presented by the Chairperson of the 

Communication Committee, Lucas Noldus, to Dr Christiaan 

Oosthuizen, a mechatronics engineer and a senior team member



THE PROJECT

• The competition: the Sasol Solar Challenge, an endurance competition in SA 

for solar-powered cars built by university and student engineering teams from 

around the world

• Eight-day event covering a route of 2 500km

• It is a project of the the Tshwane University of Technology (TUT). Participation 

since 2014

• Solar car, SunChaser 4, operating on solar energy only

• 70% of the components have been manufactured inhouse by TUT

• A regular winner over the last number of years has been the Delft University, 

Netherlands





Handover by Lucas Noldus to Christiaan 
Oosthuizen and SAAE President TC Madikane at 
the Brisbane City Hall



COMMUNICATION 
PLAN

Distribution of the project details and award to:

• Members of SAAE – Done, also on website

• Engineering faculties – universities and universities 

of technology: In process. We need to discuss with 

them how to give it through to the students

• ASSAF – Done. Also on website and in newsletter

• Young Academy of Science: Outstanding

• National Science and Technology Forum: 

Outstanding

• Department of Science and Innovation: Done

• National Department of Education for distribution 

to schools: Still working on it



COMMUNICATION TO THE TECHNOLOGY 
FRATERNITY

Exposure to the engineering and technology fraternity is summarised as follows:

• SAAE MEDIA RELEASE

• SAAE WEBSITE (TWO ARTICLES)

• ACADEMY OF SCIENCE OF SOUTH AFRICA (ASSAf) WEBSITE ANNOUNCEMENT

• ACADEMY OF SCIENCE OF SOUTH AFRICA (ASSAf) ARTICLE IN NEWSLETTER

• ENGINEERING NEWS

• BUILDING REVIEW

• TUT SOLAR CAR SUNCHASER FACEBOOK PAGE



CREAMER MEDIA’S ENGINEERING NEWS

• Combination of print and online platforms

• Online website receives 41 200 weekly visitors and generates 140 000 page 

impressions. 

MAIN POINTS

• International award to showcase African engineering innovation

• Project changing student lives

• A proud win for South Africa

• Looking ahead



ENGINEERING NEWS ARTICLE



TUT
FACEBOOK 
PAGE



FEEDBACK TO CAETS COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMITTEE

• This presentation

• Interim report



OBSERVATIONS

• SAAE official, Heleen Duffy, put in significant effort to obtain publicity

• A company was appointed to assist with publicity, Fusionmedia

• Some publications required payment for articles to be placed, similar to 

advertising. Our focus was on the publication of news. As payment was not an 

option, these publications didn’t place the article offered to them. 

• The role of social media to market important news, like the CAETS award, 

needs to be investigated further. Refer to the TUT Solar Car Facebook page

• It is important to get good pictures
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